Short Version of Day of Prayer Sermon

Sejun Video

Introduction:
Share my salvation experience (total darkness enveloping me). Relate your experience to the spiritual darkness dispelled by the light of Christ.
SLIDE 1
The Source of Light (John 8:12)
“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
The second (of seven) “I AM” statements in the book of John.
Jesus’ statement is both metaphorical and literal. The two forms of light are intertwined. The Word of God begins and ends with this reality. 
Genesis 1:3  - “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.”
Genesis 1:14-15  - “Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so.”
Revelation 22:5 - “And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.”

Jesus is the source of ALL light, physical and spiritual.

Sejun (from the video), like all Buddhists, was living in the darkness, and was unable to see his way, until he was introduced to the light, and chose to live in it. 
SLIDE 2

The Force of Light - John 1:1–5, 9–13
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:1–5).
Video of Light at Conception
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Xga0labWS4Q

Jesus is life, and life is light. It always overcomes the darkness, since they cannot coexist.
Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father but by Me.”

“The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:9–13).
This force (Jesus, the true light) that overcomes darkness has been given to everyone, but not everyone receives it. 
Illustration:
Through faith in Christ Jesus and the bold and faithful witness of his teacher, Sejun experienced the right to become a child of God. The power of the truth of the gospel overcame the spiritual darkness of Sejun’s Buddhist experience. The spiritual darkness of Buddhism cannot overcome the light of Christ in the lives of those who hear and respond to the gospel.


SLIDE 3
The Course of Light 
“For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.” - Ephesians 5:8
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.” - Philippians 2:14–15
Even though we have been saved from the darkness into the light, we can choose where we walk – Will we live and walk in the darkness, or will we enter into the light of Christ?
2 Peter 3:14  “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found spotless and blameless by Him, at peace...”
“Be diligent” – an imperative command		
“to be found” – a passive state
Step out of the darkness, a place we tend to dwell by choice, and into the Light, where everything is laid bare before the Lord. This is an intentional act. Come out of hiding and be found in Christ.
Illustration:
Sejun chose to walk in the light, showing the way for his mother. 

SLIDE 4
Application
1.	Connect to the Source of the Light (Identify with Jesus)
2.	Recognize the Force of the Light within you (Live in Jesus)
3.	Follow the Course of the Light (Walk with Jesus)
4.	Pray that people around the world will Identify, Live, and Walk with Jesus


Knowing, living, and walking in the light is worth everything.
